
 
 

December 2018 
 

Dear supporters and friends, 
 
As the year draws to a close and we review our first 12 months in Woolgoolga, we continue to be 
thankful to God for the many supporters who regularly pray for, encourage and partner with us in 
ministry on the Mid-North Coast of NSW. We are thankful to God for a great year! 
 
These first 12 months have been a period of getting to know people and laying down ministry 
foundations for potential future growth with God’s leading. Throughout this time neither of us 
has doubted our move here or questioned God’s leading. God has graciously kept us both at 
peace in knowing this is where He wants us. 
 

Young families ministry in 
Woolgoolga 
The establishment of our weekly 
KidsChurch for our Family Service 
continues to offer a fun opportunity for the 
children to be taught and cared for while 
their parents are given space to hear from 
and respond to God's Word. We thank 
God for the provision of space and faithful 
teachers to ensure this ministry is sustained. 
It is currently a lovely, consistent group and 
we look forward to welcoming new 
children to KidsChurch, as God provides. 
 
 
With changes to the structure of our Youth Ministry we can now cater for the differing age 
groups and learning styles more appropriately. The younger youth group (WiFY) now meet on a 
Friday evening, they are given space to enjoy energetic games with a more interactive Bible talk 
followed by dinner afterwards. This is a really great bonding time, especially building good 
relationships with kids who mostly come from broken homes or difficult family situations. The 
older youth enjoy a more relaxed Sunday evening – sharing friendship and studying the Bible 
together. As it is a small group, there are often nights where it is more one-to-one ministry which 
leads to good discipleship opportunities. 
 
Our inaugural Holiday Kids' Club, which ran in the October school holidays, allowed us to make 
stronger connections with a number of children including a family who are traditionally Sikh. 
Although it was a little disappointing that the club was smaller than anticipated, in the end we 
were thankful to manage smaller numbers in rainy weather conditions. Our theme was ‘Ocean 
Conquest’. On day 1, we looked at creation, then how God saved Noah from the flood. On day 2, 
we looked at Moses and how God parted the Red Sea. On day 3, we looked at Jesus the powerful 

Holiday Kids’ Club 



rescuer who had authority over the wind and waves. With short Quiz Worx films, energetic songs, 
clear Bible teaching and a memory verse, we were able to bring these stories to the children 
reminding them that Jesus is our rescuer. We also had games, discussion groups and craft. Our 
memory verse was John 3:16. We pray that the kids will always remember this verse and the hope 
they have of eternal life when they know Jesus. 
 
The young Mens’ Biblestudy and Mum’s Biblestudy groups, established earlier on in the 
year, have continued to meet each week. It is great to join together with other Christians who are 
like-minded and are battling with the same feelings of isolation living in a materialistic 
community. These groups enable us to grow in relationship, talk about life, nut out God’s word 
together and pray for each other and our community! These groups continue to be the highlight 
of our week. 
 
Alison, together with three ladies from the Biblestudy group enjoyed a trip to Tamworth for the 
New Life Conference in September. The music, teaching and testimonies were very encouraging 
and refreshing. It was a time of establishing closer relationships with one another. 
 

Other ministry matters 
We attended the installation of our new Bishop, Murray Harvey, in Grafton Cathedral at the 
end of September. We were encouraged as we witnessed the promises made by our new Bishop 
and we pray that God will guide his leadership in truth and grace.  
 

Our family felt very blessed to be part of the BCA 
Biennial Field Staff Conference. This year it was held 
in Marysville, Victoria. The kids program was wonderful 
with Quiz Worx and helpers leading the kids in singing, 
games, Bible teaching and fun! We had time as a 
couple to sit with like-minded Christians learning, 
singing and praying together. We were thankful for 
this time away. 
 
Simon was grateful to be part of a team that brought 
together the BCA Ministry Training Day at Grafton 
in October. Quiz Worx and BCA helped to train people 
from the Grafton Diocese and beyond, in creative 

Left: Alison and the ladies attended the New Life Conference in September; right: Simon and Alison 
at the installation of the new Bishop 
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ministry to children. It was well attended and a worthwhile training day for all involved, and we 
hope to see this become an annual event.  
 
In the coming year we hope to establish a team to help lead a new Playgroup ministry in 
Woolgoolga. We pray that, if it is God’s will, we will have a suitable space and be able to start in 
February. We will keep you posted! 
 
Thank you again for loving and supporting us! We are so thankful and encouraged. We pray that 
Christ is proclaimed truthfully and gloriously in your churches this Christmas. 
 

Prayer Points 
Give thanks for: 

• Our first year in establishing the foundations of ministry and settling as a family 
• Our regular families at church and Biblestudy who are such an encouragement 
• The children finishing off a really wonderful year at Woolgoolga Public School 
• Our faithful church family who encourage and love us 

 
Pray for: 

• Our church to grow, for people in our community to see their need for Jesus 
• Our hope to start a Playgroup in 2019. Pray for a team willing to serve in this ministry, for 

access and space issues to be sorted and for families to come 
• Us to be faithful, even in times when we feel isolated, being surrounded by a community 

who are suspicious of church and of Christians. 
 
In Christ, 
 

Simon, Alison, Ella, Zoe & Joel 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our ministry here is supported by Bush Church Aid. 
 

Click here to make an online donation. 
 

Reaching Australia for Christ since 1919 

http://www.bushchurchaid.com.au/index.php
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